Twelve of the fourteen papers in the book are original contributions?
The authors include academicians, government officials, diplomats, and international civil servants, bringing varying perspectives to the subject with their contributions ranging from short policy essays to thoroughly researched papers. Unlike many collections, however, the quality remains consistently superior. Professor Ernst Haas 4 provides a detailed and comprehensive historical context in his opening essay addressing the United Nations record in managing international conflicts during the period .' Subsequent papers are clustered under the following four headings which constitute parts two through five of this collection respectively: (1) The United Nations and the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes; 6 (2) United Nations Peacekeeping Operations; 7 (3) The United Nations and Disarmament; 8 and (4) Novel Threats to International Peace and Security, which consists of a short paper on international terrorism by the RAND Corporation's Brian Jenkins. 9 The United Nations' Secretary-General, Javier Perez de Cuellar, sets the tone by challenging the academic community and nongovernment organizations (NGO's) to undertake "work of analysis and clarification,"'" with the objective of scrutinizing "the often ill-based assumptions, fears and suspicions and outdated notions of national interest that influence official [state] policies in a direction contrary to what is envisaged in the [U.N.] Charter."" He observes that such clarification would make it easier for governments to take into account the larger international interest and to "view situations in a long-term perspective."' 2
In the opening essay in this collection, Haas concludes that in the sphere of conflict management it will take time before "relation- ships of constraints" develop among nation states to trigger the process of reciprocity at the United Nations. 3 Rejoicing that "enough has been learnt to permit the control of some very nasty threats to the peace, '14 he suggests that "[tihe evolution of human consciousness does not depend upon the geologic time scales of biological evolution; but it takes more than forty years." 15 A total of five papers address the role of the United Nations in the peaceful settlement of disputes: three on promoting the rule of law 6 and two on the role of the Secretary-General. 7 Bengt Broms,' Professor of International Law at the University of Helsinki, describes the various attempts by the United Nations to develop the existing means and methods to promote the peaceful settlement of disputes. 9 More recently, in March 1988, he chaired a special committee of the General Assembly which drafted a declaration on the prevention and and removal of disputes and situations likely to threaten international peace and security, recommending specific measures for the Security Council and the Secretary-General.°I n his chapter on the efforts of the United Nations in outlawing the use of force," Asbjorn Eide," Director of the Norwegian Institute of Human Rights, concludes the United Nations 13. Haas, supra note 5, at 57-58.
14. Id at 58.
15.
Id 16. Broms, supra note 6, at 73; Eide, supra note 6, at 99; Lachs, supra note 6, at 147. 17. Cordovez, supra note 6, at 161; Elaraby, supra note 6, at 177. 18. UNITAR, supra note 1, at xiii. Professor Broms is an author and a member of the Finnish High Court of State, and the Finnish Academy of Sciences.
19. Broms, supra note 6, at 73. Professor Broms includes a discussion on the U.N. Charter, General Assembly Resolutions, recent proposals by the General Assembly and the International Court of Justice, as methods of promoting the peaceful settlement of disputes. "will be unable to move significantly towards the prohibition of the use of force" ' until the organization addresses "the problems underlying the arms race itself." ' 24 A judge of the International Court of Justice and a noted authority on international law, Manfred Lachs, 2 makes a plea for member states of the United Nations "to seek more frequent recourse to the Court in contentious cases, as well as to review legal questions ... for advisory opinions." ' It is worth noting that on November 18, 1987, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a declaration on the non-use of force in international relations. 27 On the role of the Secretary-General, Diego Cordovez, the United Nations Under-Secretary General for Special Political Affairs," and Nabil Elaraby, Egypt's representative to the United Nations in Geneva," provide useful insights." Both authors seek an expanded role for the office of the Secretary-General and offer various suggestions to achieve such a role: to have direct access to the International Court of Justice to request advisory opinions, a " to initiate fact-finding missions, 3 " and to intervene "before the flare-up of a given crisis." 33 The four chapters addressing the United Nations peacekeeping operations provide a most useful analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of this success story of the United Nations. The thrust is that peacemaking and peacekeeping must be closely linked.' A leading authority in the field of peacekeeping and a Professor of Political Science at the University of Guelph in Canada, Henry such as the multinational force in Beirut." Decrying the increased use of independent ad hoc arrangements, he calls upon the U.N. members "to resist the trend and make the United Nations what it was intended to be." 43 Brian Urquhart, formerly the Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations until his retirement in February 19 86 ,' argues that real progress in U.N. peacekeeping, a "valuable and promising technique, ''4 is possible only if attention is paid "to the wider context in which peacekeeping operates, or could operate, and to the essential factors of political climate, environment and international leadership." ' Among other recommendations, he calls for a permanent international peacekeeping establishment; 47 the strengthening of international peacemaking and peacekeeping by the work of the Security Counsel, the Secretary-General, and regional organizations,' and concludes that peacekeeping could be more useful and effective "if these objectives were championed by determined international leadership which also provides more consistent and unequivocal support for international peacekeeping efforts." 49 In their contributions, Mircea Malitza, a Professor of Applied Mathematics at the University of Bucharest, Romania," and Alan James, currently the head of the department of International Relations at University of Keele in the United Kingdom," also offer specific suggestions for enhancing the effectiveness of U.N. peacekeeping operations." International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)," 4 and T. T. Poulose, a Professor of Disarmament at Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi." The lack of progress at the United Nations on arms control and disarmament is the running theme of these chapters. Bougrov calls for the United Nations "to encourage world public opinion to put more pressure on the countries that refuse to abandon the path of militarism." 56 Similarly, Goldblat concludes that "[i]n the final analysis, however, it is the growing public concern about the dangers of the arms race that may be decisive."" Poulose addresses the nuclear proliferation issue and makes specific recommendations for revising the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty. 58 It is appropriate to remind ourselves that the third United Nations Special Assembly on Disarmament, which met in New York in June 1988, failed to reach consensus on a concluding document establishing new aims and priorities in the field of disarmament. 9 In a short essay, comprising the last chapter of this collection, negotiotions. Id; James, supra note 7, at 233. The author suggests the inclusion of one or more of the superpowers may increase organizational efficiency and operational effectiveness of a U.S. peacekeeping force, as well as "show the world their active concern that peace should be maintained in a particular area." Id. Brian Jenkins' suggests that the United Nations' ongoing piecemeal approach to international terrorism; instead of seeking a comprehensive solution which is impractical because of a lack of consensus on the definition of terrorism, offers the only practical way to address this urgent challenge."' Now that the United Nations has succeeded in its efforts to negotiate a withdrawal of the Soviet forces from Afganistan, to halt the Iran-Iraq war, to find a solution to the Cyprus problem and to the protracted conflicts in Namibia and Kampuchea, the subject of the book assumes greater significance as well as a sense of urgency. Among the recent salutory developments are the awarding of the 1988 Nobel Peace Prize to U.N. Peacekeeping Forces, 62 the new initiatives by the Soviet Union on the enhanced use of the United Nations peacemaking and peacekeeping,' and the continuing confidence expressed by the permanent members of the Security Council in the United Nations' role in the achievement of international peace and security.'
See, e.g., Declaration on Principles of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation Among States in
In this special atmosphere when the United Nations is enjoying a new respectibility and vitality, many specific recommendations, including several imaginative proposals offered by the authors of this book, deserve special attention by policymakers.
